The Story of British Diplomacy
outline, is the conventional account of Pitt's foreign policy during this period. So far as the French Revolution had a constructive aim, to secure popular liberties, Pitt did not yield to Fox in wishing it well. His first diplomatic encounter with the National Assembly about the Nootka Sound settlement left him little reason personally to regret the prospect of the Bourbon monarchy being replaced by the French Republic. How far the English minister's hope of satisfactory relations with kingiess France was to have a fulfilment in fact will now be seen.
Down to 1791, the diplomatic movements preceding the outbreak of the revolutionary war were between the French Government on the one hand and the Emperor Leopold and King Frederick William II. of Prussia on the other. On 6th July 1791, Marie Antoinette, then at Padua, had addressed to her Imperial brother of Austria an appeal for protection from the possibilities of republican violence. Six weeks later the Austrian Kaiser and the Prussian king met at Pilnitz in Saxony. The two sovereigns formally decided, first, that the position of the King of France had become a matter of European concern; secondly, that they would themselves actively join in European intervention on behalf of the threatened dynasty by furnishing a force to operate on the French frontier. A menace so distinct as this undoubtedly supplied the French Assembly with a clear case of war against Leopold and Frederick William. The two crowned heads, in sight of all the world, had thrown down the challenge. Why was it not taken up by the citizen-patriots, who saw in foreign strife an agency favourable for establishing a democratic polity after their own
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